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Hanno Prettner (R) continued his dominance of the World Pattern scene, flying
an out-of-the-box ARF, the Supra-Star (above left). Next to him is Hajime Hatts,
the Japanese Nationial Champion. Hatta showed some excefient poise by flying

ell, another World Champion-

ship is over and this one (the fif-

teenth if I count them correctly)

was, if nothing else, interesting.
Let’s start out with a description of the fly-
ers, styles, and equipment of the top ten or
so: that can be followed with a discussion
about the trends and personalities involved.
On the other hand, let's start out with the
journey of the U.S, Team!

The advance crew of Team Manager Dave
Brown, Chief Cheerleader (and guardian of
the good attitude) Sally Brown, Asst. Team
Manager Don Lowe, and mechanic, yours
truly, flew out of Washington D.C. a day
ahead of the Team in order to find our rental
vans and find our rooms at the practice site
just outside of Versailles. Sounds straightfor-
ward? Sure it does, until you figure out that
the rental vans were in the next country!
About a grand was saved (before tolls) by
driving four hours into Luxembourg to pick
up the vans, The trip with four people and
luggage in a Renault Encore, in the pouring
rain, after being awake for twenty-six hours,
at typical European speeds no less was sur-
passed only by the actual van rental. Y'see,
the rental agency at the Luxembourg city
airport was closed when we got there at 5:30,
Yeah, right.

The Team were the guests of the Aeromo-
dellers des Cheminoits, which is a club that
flies from the edge of a full scale airfield in
the Paris/Versailles area. The club’s hospital-
ity was arranged by good friend and part-
time Floridian Billy Girod. Anyone who has
followed either this or Don Lowe’s column
knows of Billy. We spent five days there, fly-
ing daily. and taking in the standard tourist-
type sights in the evenings. The drive to the
Avignon area near the Mediterranean took us
from the mild cloudy conditons of Paris to
beautiful sunny skies and forty mile per hour
wind. Here it was, three days before the
Worlds, and virtually all the contestants
refused to practice. I didn’t blame them.
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The wind persisted through the registra-
tion and Official practice days, and threat-
ened to delay the start of the contest, Start-
ing day arrived with the wind just below the
FA.L limit of 12 meters per second. This
translates to 26 miles per hour. Of course the
wind blew up as the day went on, but no one
was about to lift the official anemometer;
with seventy-six competitors flying, any
kind of weather delay was going to destroy
any hopes of getting the whole contest in.
The second day dawned warm and calm, and
it stayed that way for the rest of the contest.
The locals called it the Mistral wind, an Arc-
tic breeze that funnels down the Rhone River
valley, causing cold and 40 MPH winds in the
middle of the Summer. They bear a great re-
semblance to the Chinook winds in Montana,
lasting anywhere from one day to a week or
two, and the weathermen are unable to pre-
dict just how long they will last. The wind
had a definite effect on the results after the
glrst round, but first, the rundown of the top

ers.

Yes, Hanno Prettner is still the World
Champion, His new airplane is called the
Supra-Star, and it looks to me like a Supra-
Fly with a taller fuselage. Talk about confi-
dence, the two planes that he had there were
production version ARF’'s! To think that a
mere sixteen years ago, Whitely and
Kirkland showed up at a Worlds with “rub-
ber ducks’’ and were all but thrown out of the
contest. Hanno flew at the leading edge of
the trend toward “rule book” placement,
with his placement looking like it was right
over the poles. In fact, an observer on the
side could see that this apparent “on the
pole” placement was about ten to fifteen per-
cent further out than the “book’ figure of
150 meters. In general, placements that
looked on or very close to the poles were, in
fact, anywhere between 165 and 180 meters
out.

A prototype Tigre long stroke, Asano 12-
11 prop, and Graupner JR made the airframe

10 a fourth place finish with his back-up ship, the Calm. Posing on the runway
(above right) is US Team member Chip Hyde (L), Giichi Naruke (C) of the
Japanese team, and runner-up Woligang Matt (R} of Austria,

work. Hanno was extremely consistent, and
flew ultra-conservatively. Many who watched
{myself included) felt like we hadn’t been
shown anything, despite the fact that all
Hanno's flights were in fact technically quite
good. A great many people will tell you that
Hanno and a great many other of the top con-
testants flew slowly: the planes were in fact
not that slow, but throttled back in all the
level flight segments in order to produce the
illusion of “slow™ with high airspeed avail-
able for the maneuvers in order to reduce
drift, crabbing, and make the planes groove
better in the places where the judges atten-
tion is the keenest. Dave Brown and I were
recording maneuver times with a stop watch
in order to prove this to ourselves. It is a
great illusion when well done.

Wolfgang Matt was in second, and this
writer feels that this position in the final
standings, or one close to it, was certainly de-
served. His plane, called the Saphir (saphire}
looks to be a Joker that has seen a major
drag reduction program. It was a naturally
fast aircraft, and it was pretty obvious that
Wolfgang really wanted to fly bigger, faster,
and a bit further out than the course of
events were forcing him to. Throttle use al-
lowed Wolfgang to manage the windy condi-
tions at the beginning of the contest better
than most, and his airplane would have
worked well at the speeds, sizes, and dis-
tances flown at the U.S. Masters and Nats.
A Webra Long-Stroke and Futaba rounded
out the package. 1 think he was running an
11-10/2 prop. His depth placement was close
to 180 meters (checked from the side). As a
side note, Wolfgang is a champion in the full
sense of the word: a great flyer, and a fine
gentleman.

Bertram Lossen was in third, and is proba-
bly tiring of that position by now. He was
flving the Challenge, an airplane designed by
team mate Tobias Schulz, An O.S. Long-
Stroke and Graupner JR used, and in the
large, thin airfoiled Challenge, provided a
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speed range nearly as large as Wolfgang's
Saphir Bertram used the throttle exten-
sively, and flew as close as practical to the
150 meter line. Once again, this was in re-
sponse to what was being “bought" (after all,

it’s only spelled out in the rule book explic-

itly) and it became pretty obvious that he re-
ally wanted to fly on the 180/185 meter mark,
His first round finals flight was right on the
150 meter line, and being in third place, a “do
or die" effort (that didn’t help but should
have) saw him moving out to the 180 or so
meter depth. Using the extra speed that this
allowed, he posted what was without a doubt
his very best flight on a purely technical or
geometric basis,

I asked Bertram about the change (his En-
glish is excellent compared to my non-
existent German) and he replied: “The first
finals flight was for the judges, and the sec-
ond flight was for me”, I think that this is
typical of how most, if not all, of the competi-
tors feel: while everyone enjoys the new chal-
lenge offered by tightening things up, a little
moderation would have been in order. The
fact that this aspect of the rules has virtually
been ignored (sort of like 55 MPH in the U.S.)
for a year and a half is probably the biggest
reason so far why pressure hasn't come to
bear to move it out about twenty percent.
Bertram is not the most talkative fellow that
you'll ever meet, though once I got to know
him, 1 found him to be quite personable.
That, and we threw the CD in the pool at the
banquet together with the other two mem-
bers of the German Team (Tobias Schulz and
Peter Wessels) — but that's another story!

In fourth was Hajime Hatta from Japan.
Hatta is the National Champ back home, and
one could understand how, even though he
was flying his backup plane. Allow me a di-
gression here, and you will hear the story of
how two of the three Japanese Team mem-
bers ended up flying their backups.

The morning flight line was on the far side

of the field from the point of entry on the

North end of the north/south runway (which
was aligned with those Mistrals) and facing
due West. Two vehicles were slated for mov-
ing people and planes out; the first was a flat-
bed trailer pulled by a compact car provided
by the bottled gas company that sponsored
the meet, and the other a flat-bed, straight-
job truck with air brakes. The Japanese were
the first out on Official Practice day, and an
all-too-sudden brake application found Hatta
and Yoshioka sitting on what used to be their
models. Naruke also fell on his model, but
was able to repair the damage. Think about it
for a second: the Germans won the team tro-
phy (and deservedly so) but out of 9000
points possible, there were only a mere hand-
ful of points between them and the second
place Japanese. We'll never know, These
three men showed great restraint throughout
the incredibly trying ordeal.

Hatta’s plane called the Calm had an 0.8,
in it, and JR radio. He was as close to right
on the poles as anyone there, and while this
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It was the German team of Schulz, Loessen, and Wessels that captured the World Team trophy in a victory
that edged the Japanese team by only a mere handiul of points. The competition might have been much
more intense if the Japanese did not have to resort to their back-up planes after a freak accident.

probably means that he was only ten or so
meters beyond them, it was obvious that this
was the result of the Japanese team selection
process, In discussions with the team, it was
found that the Japanese were sticking
strictly to the rule book at home, Hatta's
style was one of moderation: the corners were
neither soft nor hard, and his roll rates were
fast, but not blindingly quick.

This writer’s (and many of the flyer's as
well) choice for the best performance there
belonged to the flyer who ended up in fifth
place, Giichi Naruke flew a thin airfoiled 850
square inch design called the Silent. The ra-
dio is Futaba, and the engine was a Y.S. four
stroke! He may very well have had the most
raw performance of anyone there; two or
four-stroke not withstanding. A 13-12 prop
converted the horsepower into “go”, and a
prototype muffler/pipe (to be produced by
Hattori) made the airplane’s name stick.

Naruke took all the exposure there was to
take, cornering very hard in all the square
stuff, doing very quick half rolls, and driving
stall turns very deep into the stall. His first
round finals flight was quite possibly the sin-
gle best flight of the meet, but being first up

in the morning apparently suppressed his
score on that flight. Unfortunately, his snap
switch stuck during the Avalanche on his sec-
ond round finals flight, and after three (count
‘em three) snaps, Naruke exited with perfect
heading, and completed a very good flight. It
was pretty obvious that the concentration
was shot. I am sure that the effect on his fi-
nal placement was substantial,

As was said before, Naruke put in what
must have been the single best flight, but a
close second has to be given to the third
round flight of relative unknown Mario
(Quique) Somenzini of Argentina. Don Lowe
and I stood there watching that flight with
our jaws hanging open, muttering back and
forth to each other, "Did’ja see that?". He ad-
mittedly had a quite poor first flight in the
heavy wind, and it must have hurt him
badly: but 24th?

Next month, this will continue with a dis-
cussion of the remainder of the top ten fliers,
and some stories about the partying that
went on, and a discussion about what this
writer sees as necessary for the U.S. to doin
order to improve its fourth place team stand-
ing. @

This international assemblage judged and maintained the contest flow. They had 10 process the efforts of
76 competitors and were faced with excessively windy conditions on the first day of competition.
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Hanno Prettner's Supra Star (above left) was a stock kit of the ARF design
and used the prototype of @ new SuperTigre longstroke engine. The retracts in

v the end of last month’s column, 1

had recounted the placements and

styles of the top five flyers at the

World Championship for F3A or
pattern flying. To recap: Hanno Prettner
took first place, and once again, brought the
King of the Belgians Cup home with him.
Woligang Matt found himself in second place
just as in Holland two years ago, with
Bertram Lossen in third. Hajime Hatta and
Giichi Naruke of Japan found themselves in
a tight fourth/fifth place situation, and in
sixth place was the top placing American,
Chip Hyde. He brought home this result in a
most respectable effort, one that saw him
greatly improve his situation by placing

fourth in the finals. It was quite apparent
that Chip was adjusting to the required style
change during the meet, and under pressure
flew the very best that I have seen him fly
during the finals. He blended the close-in,
slow flying with small maneuvers which had
marked his performances at the '85 and '86
Nats with the straight lines and defined dif-
ferences between maneuvers that he had
adopted this year. In any case, it was just the
ticket,

Chip's Aurora was a great deal slower than
most of us would have expected from that
airframe (probably due to its slightly higher
weight than is typical for the design). Com-
bined with a hefty amount of throttle man-

While Team Manager Dave Brown (C) ponders strategy, Chip Hyde (R) watches Tony Frackowiak (L) set the
needie on Chip's Aurora for a finals flight. Chip went on to take fourth in the finals and sixth place overall,
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the plane were his own design. Gilichi Naruke’s (5th place) beautiful Sifent was
aptly named for its outstanding quiet performance (above right).

agement, he was able to keep it very close to
the 150 meter line. Once again, someone ob-
serving from the side could see that the plane
was actually about 175 to 180 meters out,
That’s okay; it was plenty close, and looked
right over the poles. Chip used an O.S. long
stroke, and Futaba radio.

Seventh was taken by Tobias Schulz. This
man is my idea of a modeller. His better
flights were right there with the best, but the
flying was only part of his presentation. To-
bias is a fine aircraft designer in his own
right, with his highly successful Challenge
design being flown both by himself and
Bertram Lossen. The two are members of the
same club, and the collaboration is a fruitful
one.

The fuselage construction on this plane
was most unusual: it was a glass/Kevlar/
foam/glass sandwich that was very light, but
was apparently stiff enough to do the job.
The construction also appeared to have rea-
sonable sound deadening characteristics -
not usually the case in glass. | seem to re-
member the plane as weighing 8'/2 pounds
with an O.8. longstroke, Graupner JR, and
turned-down Graupner pipe in order to re-
duce weight.

The flyer who rounded out the finals was
the third member of the German team. Peter
Wessels is another noted designer, his Fiash-
light design being flown by many competi-
tors. While being a law student in his spare
time tends to cut inte the important stuff, his
consistency was an important part of their
Team victory. Peter's effort was also part of a
team, as his mechanic (and the Team first al-
ternate) was Peter Erang. The two Peters are
also members of the same club as is the case
of Lossen and Schulz; all four flyers claim
that cooperation is instrumental in their suc-
cess,

The Flashlight is a relatively large plane,
with about 850 squares, seventy-two inches
of span, and about 82 pounds. An O.S. long-
stoke and Graupner JR made the plane go. It
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Placing fifth as a team, the Chinese contingent (above left) showed a more
than respectable finish, especially since this was their first World competition
Many are already acquainted with Tsugutaka Yoshioka (above right) through
his high quality props. He flew his Flash right at the 150 meter mark, Steve

should be noted, that large aircraft such as
the German Challenge, and the Flashlight
keep their drag within reason by using quite
thin airfoils. The Challenge was 12.7% from
root to tip.

Now is a good time to talk just a bit about
the banquet. Any contest like the World
Championship ends with a banquet, at which
both the contest workers and pilots “let their
hair down' and have some fun. There was
double cause for celebration, as it was the
birthday of the contest director, a Mr. J.C.
LaVigne. So, there we were, four young guys
who were in the process of destroying large
quantities of the enjoyable French wine that
was provided for the banquet, minding our
own business, when the Dutch Team man-
ager presented an interesting proposal. This
instigator's name is Henny van Loon, and
when he suggested that the pool was nearby,
(the banquet was held outdoors) and that
LaVigne was too dry on his birthday, Tobias
grabbed his left arm, Wessels his right arm,
and Lossen and this writer grabbed the legs.
Needless to say, LaVigne was no longer dry.
Then van Loon got thrown in the pool, and
this was followed by the Korean flyers decid-
ing that their own T.M. would look good in
the pool with his three piece suit, watch, wal-
let, and camera! That's when things started
to escalate. Good clean fun.

Just out of the flyoff was the '73 World
Champion. Mr. Tsugutaka Yoshioka. He also
was flying a four-stroke, in this case an O.S.
Surpass, with a laminated wood 13-12 of his
own manufacture, A JR provided the guid-
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ance in his roughly 850 square model called
the Flash. Yoshioka may actually have been
inside the 150 meter line, but flew quite
slowly and smoothly, the high winds of the
first day doing him more damage than his
team mates. A part of his act that is a little
different than in the past is that his young
son worked as this caller, I wish that I could
remember the youngster's name, as he was
such a fine gentleman that everyone re-
garded him as a credit to his dad. Sally
Brown wanted to pick him up and take him
home.

Yoshioka had obviously built the airplane
very light, and had a faster two stroke air-
plane handy in case just in case the 150 me-
ter rule was ignored as in the past.

In tenth place was Hans Kronlacher of
Austria with a wooden Supra-Fly and four
stroke (If I remember correctly, and Enya R-
120). Among the other notable performances
was that of Mario DiBiaggio of Italy with an
original model that we here at FM are trying
to get as a construction article,

As for our boys from the USA, it was an
interesting trip: after a frequency change
made by the whole Team when it was discov-
ered that 72.240 was interference prone (one
of the frequencies that was recommended) it
was found on official practice day that Chip's
radio had lost range. The non-problem was
later tracked down to the difference to be ex-
pected in range between two stick, and single
stick transmitters when the antenna is col-
lapsed completely inside. Tony Frackowiak's
killer O.S. {the one affectionately nicknamed

Heims (R, below left) helps Prathug Vongprassaert (L), the only competitor
from Thailand, display his plane, Peter Wessels brought a duo of Flashiights
(below right), the Metterhausen kit design that's quite popular in Europe. He's
coached by the former German National Champ.

“Mongo'") gently swallowed a broken tuned
pipe baffle on the flight line on the same offi-
cial practice day, and while the engine was
surprisingly but fortunately unharmed, you
had to see all our faces as Tony showed us all
how the engine had compression, but would
lock-up hard near top-dead-center. Competi-
tors are great people though, and although it
was not needed, Quique Somenzini showed
up at the hotel with a spare O.S. and offered
it to Tony. How many friends do you have
that live half-way round the world and would
do that for you?

Steve's stuff worked just fine, and his en-
grine ran just great on the fuel that after ex-
press shipping and duty had to cost some-
thing like $100 a gallon. Av Gas provided
Steve's fuel, and Morgan provided the rest.

All three Team members stared out flying
high up as far out as we do here in the US:
and as it was windy on the first day, there
was little difference between their style and
that of the Europeans, The wind forced ev-
ervone to move it out to a good 180 to 200
meters with more speed and altitude to com-
bat the turbulence. As it calmed, Chip moved
in and low with the rest of the crowd, and
Steve moved it in as much as possible with
his fast model. He tended to fly at his normal
altitude which may have caused problems
with the top of the box.

Tony elected to show the judges a presen-
tation like the one that worked back home,
and while there is no question that the ma-
neuvers get technically much better with size
and speed, the downgrade assigned for his
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Wolfgang Matt's Saphir (above left) is a fast airplane and Matt needed adroit Snapping to ngid attention, the lrish Team (below left) poses for the camera.
throttie management to handle the high winds at the beginning of the meet. With the canopy/hatch removed (below right), there's easy access to Tobias
Dave Patrick of Canada (above right) flew to 14th place with his Conguest /I, Schulz® Ariane eguipment bays. Plane uses plug-in wings.

distance killed whatever advantage he was
gambling on. Tony moved it in on the last
flight, and garnered the fourth highest flight
in that round. It was a good strategic gam-
ble, but he lost.

The same happened to Ivan Kristensen,
and he stuck with high up and moderately far
out. This landed him in 12th place. In four-
teenth as a result of the same strategy was
Dave Patrick, whose third round flight had
everyone watching. Good goin' Dave!

Now what are we here in the US going to
have to do? First we are going to have to fly
by the rules . . . that should start a good ar-
gument.

Secondly, T think that we need to pick a
Team a year ahead of time in order to allow
them to prepare, and to gather information
about what is being done worldwide,

I think that the separate Masters Tourna-
ment has to stay, as unlike many other coun-
tries, foreign nationals are allowed to fly at
our Nats (something that I am in favor of)
and this confuses the issue.

On the other hand some things also have to
change in FAI land. I am still completely
miffed that the judges briefing (where the
judges are instructed as to the standards
that they should judge by) was closed to the
Team Managers who are there to keep the
flyers informed.

Another curious point is that entire conti-
nents are not represented on the judging
team. Someday soon . , .

Enough of this, even if just as a spectator
or Team Supporter, 1 heartily recommend go-
ing to a World Championship. o
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French National Champ Pascal Maifait couldn’t resist plugging his Paris hobby shop on the sides of his
Athenas {above left). Australian Steve Corham (above right) flew a four year old Curare, proving that
familiarity with an airframe is a large ingredient in being competitive, Using a an OPS .60 and a Futaba PCM,
Ken Binks of Great Britain showed that his Adagio (below) is good for a close-in style







